Unofficial Survival Guide for
New Marching Band Parents

Welcome to the Mustang Family! As parents of our newest members, you may have tons of
questions. All of us have been there at one time or another, and as time goes on, you learn a lot.
This guide is full of information we wish we had known, but did not know to ask as new parents,

and we hope it provides you with some clarity in the world that is marching band.

Band Staff

Band Director — David Evans, our Director of Bands, is our “Head Coach!” He is responsible
for overseeing the daily operations of the band program, including hiring and supervising
consultants, assisting with the Booster program, and educating our children! As an employee of
the Adams 12 School District, he also ensures that we adhere to all the necessary school and
district protocols.

Consultants — Extra staff hired by the director to improve the band, work with the percussion,
and guard. Think of them as “Assistant Coaches.”

Drum Majors — These students are the lead conductors of the band. Once “rookies” just like
your kids, they are now upperclassmen and conduct the band during the marching season.
Section Leaders — The band has different components. Each of the components has student
leaders who help rehearse small groups of students.

Band Boosters - The Mountain Range High School (MRHS) Band Boosters is a nonprofit
501(c)(3) organization that supports the MRHS Band Programs. The programs include
Marching Band, Symphonic Band, Percussion Ensembles, and Winter Guard. Our purpose is to
promote enthusiasm, good sportsmanship, and musical excellence. Band parents, aka Boosters,
are essential to the success of any marching band, and we can’t do it without you. Ask how you

can get involved!

Band Vocabulary!
In marching band, we have our own vocabulary that you might not know. We even have
instruments whose names you may never have heard before! Here is a short list of some of the

new lingo you may encounter or hear your kiddos referencing.
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Shako- Hat worn during competition

Plume- Feather adornment worn on top of the shako

Gauntlet -The cuff that is placed at the bottom of the uniform sleeve

Mellophone- Marching French Horn

Sousaphone -A Type of tuba used for marching

Drill- The visual movements on the field, including formations, and coordinates for each
performer

Dots- Band members' position coordinates during certain points of the field show

Mark Time - Marching in place usually to keep tempo or during transitions

Cadence - A drumline rhythm played during parades or while marching between locations
Show - The full performance - music and drill - typically 6-12 minutes long
Run-Through - A full rehearsal performance of the show or part of it

Movement - One section of music that makes up part of the show

Percussion -Any striking instrument, not just drums

Battery/ Drumline - Marching percussion (snare, bass, tenors)

Hornline - All brass and woodwind instruments

Auxiliary/Color Guard - Dancers, flag, rifle, and saber throwers

Pit/Front Ensemble - The non-marching percussion positioned on the front line
Retreat- An awards ceremony held at the end of a competition day

Dues - Fees paid to the band program

**Winter Guard (WG) - This program was developed as an avenue for young students to
further their knowledge and education in color guard and dance, as well as to provide an
opportunity for new students to experience what color guard is and the positive impact it can
have. The ensemble is a member of and competes in a statewide circuit run by the Rocky
Mountain Color Guard Association (RMCGA), a non-profit organization dedicated to the
advancement and celebration of success in color guard. This program takes place after the
marching band season, spanning from December to approximately April.



Unofficial Survival Guide for
New Marching Band Parents

**Winter Percussion (WPE) - This activity is all about percussion. With a focus on
teamwork, camaraderie, and coordination, this provides students with an opportunity they may
not have otherwise. The Winter Percussion Group is a member of and competes in the Rocky
Mountain Percussion Association (RMPA). This program takes place after the marching band

season, typically from November/December through April.

** These are not considered school-sponsored activities and have different expectations on dues
and participation.

Essential Band Parent Gear - Your Survival Kit!
Marching band is a big time commitment for you and your family. The items listed below are not
required by any means, but can make your time more pleasant. We spend a great deal of time
outdoors, on bleachers, in the sun, and more!

e Your MRHS Band Logoed shirts and gear!

Portable Phone Charger - Batteries die, often!
Sun block
Bug Spray
Bleacher seat
o Football games and competitions mean logging time (sometimes hours) on the
bleachers. If you want a more comfortable experience, we recommend bleacher
seats, which can be purchased on Amazon
e Blankets
o Waterproof blankets are a lifesaver for the cold and sometimes wet days.
Competitions rarely get canceled due to weather, so be prepared!
Winter Weather gear (hats, gloves, scarves etc)
Hand Warmers
Umbrella
Snacks
Water Bottle
CASH$$$
o Not all events support card purchases for concessions or other items, so it's
always good to have a cash stash on you for those times
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e Tissues
o Weird right?! But when that cold wind starts blowing, noses start running!
e Chapstick - Trust us, you will probably need it
e C(Clear Bag
o Several venues, including the Air Force Academy, where State competition
takes place, have a clear bag policy. Make sure you pick one up to carry the
stuff above. Reference specific venue websites for the most up-to-date info on
what is permitted

Essential Band Member Gear - Your Kiddo’s Survival Kit!
Similar to the parent necessities, our band members need to be prepared for long days and the
elements. Some of these items are *required, and it's good to keep spares on hand, just in case
your band member forgets them. These items can help make your band members' day a lot more
comfortable.

e *Show shirt (specific to the season)

e *Long black socks (always have spares!)

e *Instrument and all accessories (reeds, oil, strings, etc.)

e *All Uniform accessories(shako, gauntlets, gloves, shoes)

e Refillable water bottle

e Snacks

e Portable phone charger

e Sunglasses

e Sunscreen

e Hair ties

e Deodorant

e Change of clothes/Shoes

e Blanket

e Coat

e Hat/Gloves

e Hand/foot warmers
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Competitions

What is a marching band competition? Marching band competitions are like track or swim
meets, where many different schools compete/perform. For the band, competitions are their
“game days.” Band competitions are hosted by another school’s band program. Competitions are
a fundraiser for the host school, so there is an admission fee charged to attendees. There are
also concessions and other band-related merchandise available. These tend to be full day events
when travel and all components are included. Families and supporters have opportunities to
help out throughout the day.

At the competition- Band members arrive and start the process of warm-ups. This includes
their bodies (stretching, marching) and their instruments. This is done in stages, and your
itinerary will outline those stages as well as performance time.

Performance Time - This is a fifteen minute window that is known in advance — if you plan
to be a spectator you can count on that window not fluctuating and can plan your own travel
around it. The band marches into the performance stadium, plays their show, and marches out.
Timing is not only critical for a band, they are actually scored on it. Which means performance
times are usually spot on! After uniforms, instruments, and equipment have been packed up,
students return to the host stadium to watch the remainder of the bands performing.

After Performance - Mustang Band Boosters work hard to plan meals for our kiddos on
performance days. We provide either lunch or dinner, depending on show time. You are
welcome to provide your child with money to purchase snacks during competition days, which
can last as long as 12-14 hours. Again, sunscreen and insect repellent are good items to have on
hand. Also, students and parents should be prepared for different weather conditions. It is often
hot during the midday sun and occasionally rainy/snowy. Be sure to pack a jacket for the cooler
weather after the sun goes down! At the end of the competition, an awards ceremony (often

called “The Retreat”) is held. Once awards are given, students return to their buses and travel
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back to Mountain Range. Back at the band room, students are formally dismissed as a group

once everything is unloaded.

Communications
There are a million moving pieces during marching band season. From volunteer opportunities
to competition information, communication is key. We communicate with our parents in
multiple ways.
e Emails
o These may come directly from Mr. Evans or your Band Booster Board
o Our main booster email address is mrhsband80234@gmail.com
e Band App - We use The BAND App as our primary day-to-day communication tool for
schedules, last-minute updates, and direct messages from staff and booster leads. Be

sure to download the app and request access to the MRHS Band group. Instructions will
be emailed and posted on our website.

Important Links

e Mountain Range Band Boosters https://www.mrhsbandboosters.com/

e Rocky Mountain Percussion Association http://www.rmpa.org/

e Rocky Mountain Color Guard Association https://rmcga.org

e Colorado Bandmasters Association http://coloradobandmasters.org/

Fundraising

We desire to help you raise the funds needed to boost and support the band programs at MRHS
and meet your students' fundraising contributions. These programs consist of Marching band,
Symphonic Band, Winter Percussion Ensembles, and Winter Guard. These funds go directly
toward supporting students to achieve their musicianship goals. It is never our desire to price
anyone out of band. Please contact Mr. Evans directly if you need to make other financial
arrangements.

We have many opportunities throughout the year, and you will receive communications prior to
each fundraising opportunity.


https://www.mrhsbandboosters.com/
http://www.rmpa.org/
https://rmcga.org/
http://cbamarching.com/home.html
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Our program fundraisers benefit band programs as a whole, and contribute significantly to
minimizing individual dues. Some of our biggest fundraising events for the program are:
e Tag Day (annually in August at the end of Band Camp; coordinated by Mr. Evans, all
band members must participate)
e Mattress Sale (annually in May)
e Competition hosting events (some point between February and April)

o We host both a Winter Guard and a Winter Percussion event once a year

Individual fundraisers benefit your student directly. Individual Fundraising Events include:
Raise Right (ongoing)

King Soopers Community Rewards (ongoing)

Butter Braid Sales (November)

Palisade Peach sale (summer, new for 2025-26)

CU Buffs fundraising (requires training, may include split with band overall)

For more specific information about these sales, please go to our website at
https://www.mrhsbandboosters.com/

Dues
While some parents can support their band dues solely through fundraising, others may choose
to simply pay their fees directly. You can pay your dues in several ways:
e Cash or Check. There is a drop box in the band room at Mountain Range
o You can also mail checks to MRHS Band Booster PO Box 382 Eastlake, Co 80614
e Venmo @mountainrangehigh-bandboosters - ) )
Simply scan the QR code to the right or search for us gﬂféjsrf;a,"g Range High Band

on your Venmo App @MountainRangeHigh-BandBoosters
@mountainrangehigh-bandboosters
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® Zelle using mrhsband80234@gmail.com or search Mountain Range High School
Band Boosters.

Anecdotal Items
e At most big competitions, patches are sold. A lot of kids like to purchase these for their
letterman jackets

o Band letters are awarded based on a point scale for the season
o The Band Director will send out a form in the spring to fill out and letters are
awarded at the end of the year banquet in May
o The easiest way to ensure your student letters is to PARTICIPATE! Attend all the
competitions, football games, practices, band camps etc! We need your commitment.
e During the holiday season Mountain Range Band participates in either the Brighton
Festival of Lights or the Denver Parade of Lights...and sometimes BOTH! You will receive
an email with details as the holiday season approaches
e Pep band- Part of being a band member means supporting your school. Band members
will play at Basketball games in what is called a pep band! This helps to get the kids excited
in support of another sport.

Who to Contact for What:

Absence or attendance issues - Mr. Evans

Uniform sizing/fitting - Uniform Coordinator (Tia Drown, )

Booster volunteering - Booster Board

Payments and dues - Booster Treasurer

Lost items - Student leadership or Mr. Evans

Competition logistics - will be emailed to parents, typically on the Monday preceding the
competition.

We need YOUR help!


mailto:mrhsband80234@gmail.com
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Being an active member of the MRHS Band Boosters is one of the most rewarding ways to
support your student and the entire band program. Whether you can commit to a full season or
just a few hours, there’s a role for everyone — from preparing or serving meals, building and
transporting props, chaperoning events, to pushing equipment on and off the field during
competitions. Every task, big or small, helps create a successful and memorable experience for
our students. As Mr. Evans says, "If it takes a village to raise a child, it takes an army to run a
marching band." We invite you to join our army — your time, talents, and enthusiasm make a
huge difference. Learn more and sign up at mrhsbandboosters.com.

You Know You're a Band Parent When...

You make three trips to drop off your child with everything they need

You can't pick your child out of the crowd because they all look alike, so you look for
instruments instead

You carry spare black socks at all times

You no longer speak of your child as a fourteen-year-old daughter/son, but as a "freshman
clarinet."

You go by “ Kiddo’s Mom/ Dad”

You prominently display a band calendar in the kitchen, have band dates marked on the
calendar in your phone, and have other band parents on speed dial

Your wardrobe consists of anything with the school logo or band logo on it, nothing else
You only attend football games to see the band

We hope that you and your child have an amazing time as part of our Mustang Marching Band.
This is a community of people dedicated to the success of our kids, and we are so glad to have

you.


https://www.mrhsbandboosters.com/
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